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Two S'poreans among
WEF's Global Leaders

By MICHELLE QUAH

[SINGAPORE] Carlos Fern-
andes, the David who last
year defeated the Goliath
that was MediaCorp, has
been honoured by the
World Economic Forum
(WEF) as one of its Young
Global Leaders for 2011.

Mr Fernandes, who suc-
cessfully sued the national
broadcaster for making
groundless threats against
his Internet offering Re-
cordTV, is one of only two
Singaporeans honoured by
the WEF this year; the
other is Areena Loo of
Bridge Learning, a diagnos-
tic and learning centre for
children with learning diffi-
culties and disabilities.

The WEF recognised a
total of 190 outstanding
young leaders from 65
countries, for their profes-
sional accomplishments,
commitment to society and
potential to contribute to
shaping the future of the
world.

This year’s leaders were
drawn from a pool of 5,000
by a selection committee
chaired by Jordan’s Queen
Rania. They come from all
sectors of society and from
all regions, with the great-
est proportion (50) coming
from the East Asia region,
followed by Europe (42)
and North America (37).

The WEF said this
year’s selection has a great-
er gender balance than
ever, with 44 per cent of
the leaders being women.

Some of the others hon-
oured include: Max Lev-
chin, Google’s vice-presi-
dent of engineering from
Ukraine; Kala Mulqueeny,
senior counsel with the
Asian Development Bank
from Australia and the Phil-
ippines; Naoko Yamazaki,
a Japanese astronaut with
the Japan Aerospace Explo-
ration Agency; and Naif Al
Mutawa, the creator of THE
99 Comics, from Kuwait.

Mr Fernandes, named
by BusinessWeek as one of
Asia’s best entrepreneurs
of 2009, launched the Re-
cordTV website in 2007. It
allows registered users to
designate free-to-air TV
programmes that are then
recorded for their later
viewing on their comput-
ers.

He emerged victorious
in December last year from
a long-running legal battle
with MediaCorp, which had
threatened to sue Re-
cordTV for copyright in-
fringement. RecordTV then
sued MediaCorp in Septem-
ber 2007 for making pur-
portedly groundless threats
of legal action.

The case went all the
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Mr Fernandes: Founder of RecordTV website, he won a
long-running legal battle against MediaCorp last year

way up to the Court of Ap-
peal, which in December
2010 awarded costs and
damages to RecordTV and
an injunction restraining
MediaCorp from making
further threats against it.

Of the WEF honour, Mr
Fernandes told BT: “I am
deeply humbled by my se-
lection to the Forum of
Young Global Leaders. Re-
cordTV has always repre-
sented creative freedom -
freedom for consumers to
decide how they want to
consume television, free-
dom for entrepreneurs to
disrupt old industries and
build new ones, and free-
dom for innovators to make
a difference.

“This honour recognises
our success in promoting
these ideals and demon-
strates their alignment with
the World Economic Fo-
rum’s commitment to im-
prove the state of the
world. Perhaps most impor-
tantly, it celebrates the envi-
ronment — Singapore — that
has encouraged RecordTV
to pursue its daring ambi-
tions and challenge the sta-
tus quo.”

As for Ms Loo, she is the
founder and executive di-
rector of Bridge Learning,
an early intervention cen-
tre that diagnoses chil-
dren’s learning, behaviour-
al, social-communication
and emotional needs.

A qualified schoolteach-
er, she saw a gap in the edu-
cation system here be-
tween mainstream schools
and special schools. She set
up Bridge Learning to meet
the needs of learners strug-
gling in mainstream
schools, and it is one-stop
diagnostic learning support
and specialised interven-
tion centre for learning, be-
havioural, social-communi-
cation and emotional
needs.

Klaus Schwab, founder
and executive chairman of
the WEF, said of this year’s
selection: “The challenges
faced by the next genera-
tion of leaders are more
daunting and intractable
than ever and cannot be
mastered with the current
set of strategies, institu-
tions, standards and atti-
tudes. To address these
challenges in a meaningful
and sustainable way re-
quires fresh thinking, multi-
stakeholder engagement
and dynamic new ways of
collaborating to develop in-
novative solutions that are
truly global.

“Within the World Eco-
nomic Forum community,
the Young Global Leaders
represent the voice for the
future and the hopes of the
next generation. [ am partic-
ularly proud of this year’s
honourees, who make up
the most diverse class of
YGLs ever,” he said.
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Ms Loo: Her Bridge Learning is a diagnostic and learning centre for children with
learning difficulties and disabilities. She is seen here with some of the children



