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Il loving parents desire to give
their best to their little ones.
Education holds prestigious
significance in any responsible
parent’s list. Hence, scampering from one
tuition centre to another enrichment
centre is a familiar scene. In the
Singaporean context, being “not kiasu”
when it comes to children’s education
almost seems like an oxymoron. Who can
blame well-meaning parents for wanting
the best for their offspring?

When the child is not making
the grades in school, the panic button is
activated. Parents often cram their
children’s schedule (and their own) with
tuition and remedial drills. However,
boring rote learning can be seriously
damaging to young minds. Learning
should be fun and engaging. In order for
the child to compete in tomorrow’s
globalised world successfully, learning
must be delivered in innovative ways
different from what the older generation
has been accustomed to. And now, even
the MOE has conceded the sacred cows’
slaughtering for revolutionary changes.
Yet, isn‘t drills of more worksheets and
assesssment books the only security
blanket parents know?

As a former MOE mainstream
teacher and Teacher Counsellor, Mrs
Areena Ng has witnessed children’s
declining behaviour, self-esteem and
school performance increasing over the
years due to unstimulating teaching and
inefficient rote learning. “Effective
teaching is the creative use of a wide
variety of teaching strategies that engage
and develop young minds at their level
of abilities and needs. Then, worksheets
and assessment books are used as forms
of assessments to evaluate the kind of
learning that has occurred for the
learners. Unfortunately, many have
placed the cart before the horse.”

Most Singaporeans need a
paradigm shift in their mindsets. Mrs Jill

Pervaz, a homemaker, said, “I was one
of those parents who got tuition for my
kids for every subject. | don't agree with
remedial drills of worksheets and
assessment books but | didn’t know
where to get alternative help for my kids.
It's only when | noticed that they really
loathe learning and school, then I realise
the damage done to my kids.”

Before you start running for
more tuition and worksheet drills for
your children, you may like to consider
Diagnostic Assessment. Getting a
better picture of your child’s real needs
may be a better option.

Diagnostic Assessment is
likened to a health checkup followed by
consultation. The diagnostic and
monitoring process systematically
identifies and targets the learning needs
needed by the child for his/her progress
and development. A spectrum of learning
skills and abilities are assessed to
ascertain the child’s strengths,
weaknesses that affect his/her learning
and performance.

For many parents who have
brought their children for Diagnostic
Assessments, they have attested the
benefits unanimously. “The Diagnostic
Assessment is really valuable to us in
understanding our children’s spectrum of
learning strengths and weaknesses. We
learnt that there are many underlying
skills needed for learning excellence that
we are unaware of, such as visual-
perceptual, auditory processing, fine and
gross motor skills. It makes a lot of sense
to me,” Mr Tan, a businessman, affirmed
readily.

Mrs Goh, a Managing Director,
confessed, “Initially, | had misconceptions
about Diagnostic Assessment and
thought of it as those psychological
assessments that are only for children
with special needs. In fact, | was sceptical
about it. Now that | understand what it

is, | believe evey parent and child will
benefit from it. It's really useful and
meant for all children.”

Mrs Lee-Heng, a HR Manager,
testifies, “My son is very intelligent and
has 130+ 1Q score but has difficulties in
learning and in school. We were
exasperated until we decided to go for
Diagnostic Assessment upon the school’s
recommendation almost 1 year ago. We
were actually very glad to be able to find
out what was hindering his learning.
Since then, he is on an intervention
programme that is customised according
to his abilities and needs. As a parent,
the most delightful thing is to witness the
positive changes in my child’s learning
attitude and self-concept.”

As a parent, you may share
similar sentiments with Mrs Png, a
teacher, “l want my children to be active
thinkers, not content regurgitators. The
best gift we can give our children
probably is allowing them to like and love
learning.”

In a nutshell, parents need to
understand their children in an
enlightened manner instead of
mislabelling them as “lazy”, “naughty”,
“stupid” or “defiant”. To get caregivers
to be on the same page as the child is
exceptionally important for bridging
understanding and expectations.



